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FWS RELEASES ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1949
"Over the world as a whole, there is probably a keener interest in the devel-
opment of marine resources than ever before," Director Albert M, Day stated in the
Fish and Wildlife Service annual report to Secretary of the Interior Oscar L,
Chapman which was mede public today.

In his report, which covers the activities of the Service for the fiscel year
ending June 30, 1949, Director Day said that "cwereness of the immense potentisli-
ties of the sea has led the United States to orgenize programs of investigetion in
the central Pacific and in the waters of Bering Ses, while marine research in our
North Atlentic wsters is being cerried on to an extent greater then ever before
poessivle.”

Director Day alsc steted that in order to meet the needs of the ever-increasing
numbers of perscns turning tc the out-of-deccrs, and especisrlly to wildlife for
recreation, "the Service is strengthening its programs for imoroving land s wild-
life hebitai, meinteining refuges for wildlife, and replenishing streams &nd lnkes
through artificial propagation of fish.,"

Mr. Day explained that some of the mos*t pressing problems of the moment are
the result of the increasing development nf the Naticn®s river basins., "These
projects, as propcsed or in actual operation, mecdify radically the habdbltat o many
of our migratory fishes, of waterfowl and other birds, of some lerge gare euniirals
end of many small fur-besring mammals of the river betiom lsnds.' The Service,
according to its Director, Mis devoting the greatest pessible erergy and ingenuity
to the satisfactory solution of the problems presented."

Highlights from the report, under topic headings, fcllow:

River Besin Develonment and ¥ildlife Needs,--During fiscal yesr 1949, 23] re-—
perts end investigetive studies on proposed river basin development projects were
completed for the Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclzmation, Soil Conservation
Service, Forest Service, and other agencies, Forty cf these revorts concerned
projects in the Missourl River Basin,

Marine Fishery Research,~—Because the pilcherd fichery of the Pecific coast,
which for many years led all U, S. fishcries in total production, hss had severel
years of extremely small catches, the Service is investi.ating the extent and suc—
~2ss of pilchard spavning to leern the csuses for apparent fluctuations in ahumdance




and the ocesnographic conditions in North Pacific waters which mar be relcted to
these changes. The activities of the Servicels vessel, the Black Dou~las, ere
closely integrated with those of vesesele of the Catifornia Division of Pish and
Game and the Scripps lastitution of Ccesnograshy, which are encaged in similer
swwudies off California.

Much of the work of 2% cruises of the Albatross I1I on the great Yorth Ltlentic
fighing banks wes devoted to a census of total fish Donul itions. Deta on operation
of yeer, number and size of fish caught, and tempersture were ohtained st 170 trewl
svationg,

Orgenized research by the Service to determine csuses for the 'red tide" which
in 1947 killed millions of valuable food fishes in Florida west coast waters besen
during the year, The bO-fuot vessel Pompano is used to obtain datz on oceancrraphy,
planktology, and chemical censtituents of the corstol vaters from the mouths of
fresh~woter rivers to the 1C0-fathom line,

Reseszrch in Wiidlife MYanogenent:--Definite prosress hes been mede in the field
of repelflents for maumals. Under a grant from the Quortermaster Corps, approxi-
metely 100 candidate meterisls were evelusted as revelilents ngainst rats when ap—
pitied tc materials for prckeged goods supplied to ithe Service by commercisl firms
in the newly developed "rattery' established ¢t the Federcl Center west of Denver,

At the 14 Cooperative Wildlife Research Units located in Alzvame, Coloredo,
Idano, lTowa, Maine, llassachusetts, Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoms, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Utah and Virginia, & pnrovzmauelv 150 reserrch projects were conducted, in-
cluding investigations on a variety of small and big geme species, weterfowl,
predators, fur animals., land use—wildalife relztionshing, conirol methods, and many
ather vheses of wildlife monagement,

The National Wildlife Refuge Progrem.--Totul revenue for fiscel year 1919 from
21l economic uses on the refuges, including the digscositicn of big-geme animsls, and
surplus products, was $jh3,lJO, The 20F,000~zcre Stillweter Wildlife Mana'hment
Area, lucated in Charchill County, Nevads, wes activeted early in 1949, Intensive
development of 20,000 acres wes started to recloim washe irrigation waters fer
waterfowl purposes,

Federel Aid to State Projects for the Protection of Wildlife,--With en oporo-
priation of $11,276,687 to finznce the Federel Ald program during gls\al yveer 1949,
the Service epproved a record total of 612 projects submiited by the “& States
Aleske, Hewsii, Puerto Rico, snd the Virzin Islends under the terms ol the Jtumw
Robertson Act of 1938, Thirty-five stotes bought wildlife lands in 70 cress, total~
ing ebout 163.000 acres; in zddition, 9 stetes leased elmost 115,500 acres, B5Sirce
more then 75 percent of the netion®s wildiife is produced on egricultural lend,
much of the acresrge thus acqalred will be used tc insure the continued protection
of wildlife in the face of mechanized and intensive agriculture.

Maintaining the > Inland Fisherics,--A grest deal of cmphasis was pleced on the
rehebilitation of the salmon runs in rivers where dams heve cut off spawning routes,
Zstablishment of new runs below the dams, increased hatchery production and better
Tishveys were planned, Over one and three~fourths billions of eggs and fishes were
produced by Federal haicheries in calendar year 1948, The rehabilitation of a num-

ber of fish hutcheries was started.

Utilization of Fishery Resources.-—The 4.6 billion pound cetch of fishery

products in 1948 brought commercisl fishermen an estimeted income of $325 million.




Tnese producvs retailed for niarly a villion deoll:rs. Hisher oversztinl coasts and
foreign competition mads marketing of the domestic citell somevhst more dirvicu
than in previous yesrs,

Coonperative Control of Predators and Rodents,--Sportsmen, stock ralsers,
fermers, and foresters fgiorted greater benefits received during fiscal yeszr 19k9
from the control of harmful animals thsn in any previous year. Percentag s of loss
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to domestic snd same animals from predators fell to new lews, Many herds of shee
were able to range without herders, and without predstor losses. Credit Jor thilcs
zoes to the use of modern control methods such as the oirslene, couspcund 1080, snd
the "coyote getter", compiled with excellent cooperation Wy Ststes, counties,
cities, and assocletions of farmers and stockoen,

Hdministration of Alasks Fisheries,-~Products of the Tishing industry in Aledw
in 1948 amounted to 306,162,827 pounds valued at $116,9%8,81%, Of whis, selmon
products reoresented €9 percent in volume znd &7 vercent in value. 4 totel of 196
persons end concerns were apprchended and usrreigued for violations of the Alsska
fichery laws and regulations in 1948, A total of 70,142 fur-sesl skins were telken
on the Pribilof Islauds in 1948; the ennusl census of the herd indiceted its size
to be 3,837,131 animals,

Administration of Federal Stetutes for Protection of Wildlife,—--In fiscal vesr
1949 ‘the Serv105mhtarz—reﬂlons¢ supervisors of lzw enforcement ard 73 U, S, zane
management agents enzaged in enforeing the Feceral statutes., For violetions of
these gare lawsn, 3, 17? convictions were obteined, -ith fines &nd costs toteling
$1hg,810. Jail sentoences of 2 593 d?ys wvere also meted out to violators.,
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Cooperation with American Revublics,—-The fish-ry mission to Movico, estab-
lished in 19L2, wes extended in 19M8 for a two-yeer period. The most eignificant
development of the past year wes the signing on Jenusry 25, 1049, of a fishery
treaty by Mexico and the United Stetes, wvhich nrovides for the scientific investi-
gation of tuna. The ornithological survey ¢f Cuba, insugursted in 194 at the in—
vitation of that Renublic, was resumed in Janver: 194G, The Service continued its
progrem of training qualified etudents of cthor American Republics in verious
vhases of bilological science and menageuvent iu rcletion to the conservation of
fishery and vildlife resources,
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